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cannot solve. On close examination it will always be
found that no social problem ever arises unless the
material conditions which make its solution possible, are
either already in existence or at least developing.
(13)   In bold outline, one may distinguish between
Asiatic, Antique, Feudal and Modern Capitalistx forms
of production, as being the progressive economic forms
of society.
(14)  The present Capitalist conditions of production
are the last antagonistic form of society; though not
in the sense of individual antagonism : the antagonism
arises from the social conditions of individuals.    The
productive forces, however, that are developing under
the present system, are at the same time creating the
material conditions which will make the solution of this
antagonism possible.
(i 5) This social system represents therefore the closing
period of the prehistoric era of human society.
We may look upon these propositions, which have
become famous, as the basis of Historical Materialism.
They were written in London in the year 1859. Marx
says, however, that as early as 1841, when writing a
criticism of Hegel's Philosophy of the Law, he had
become aware of the truth that " constitutions and laws,
and the whole organisation of society, cannot be ex-
plained by the so-called development of human intellect,
but are rooted in the forms of material life ". Eighteen
years had to pass before he set about fully developing
his ideas. The propositions are couched in the somewhat
heavy and obscure philosophical language of the time,
though their meaning is quite discernible. Tfeey are
followed by a number of short sentences jotted down
1 Marx says ** bourgeois ".
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